
Tithing – It’s about a little Faith 

Luke 13:18-21 
 

 

Read Luke13:18-21 

 

Some Basic Old and New Testament Principles about Tithing: 

 

1. It Preceeds and Succeds the Law 

Gen. 14:17-20  After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, 

the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).  Then 

Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High,  and he 

blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.  And 

blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a 

tenth of everything. 

 

2. Give a 10
th

 of your best (even the Priests) 

Lev 27: 30  "'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 

belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.  If a man redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth 

of the value to it.  The entire tithe of the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the 

shepherd's rod--will be holy to the LORD.  He must not pick out the good from the bad or make any 

substitution. If he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute become holy and 

cannot be redeemed.'" 

 

 

3. It goes beyond a specific tithe % 

II Cor. 8:1-4  And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 

Macedonian churches.  Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 

welled up in rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 

beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing 

in this service to the saints. 

 

Acts 2 church 

 

 

4. Meant to be given away and shared 

Deut. 26: 12-14  When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, 

the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that 

they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.  Then say to the LORD your God: "I have removed 

from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the 

widow, according to all you commanded. I have not turned aside from your commands nor have I 

forgotten any of them.  I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while I was in mourning, nor have 

I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of it to the dead. I have obeyed the 

LORD my God; I have done everything you commanded me. 

 

 



5. Firstfruits 

Neh 10: 37  "Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the priests, the 

first of our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and 

oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes 

in all the towns where we work. 

 

I Cor.16:1-2  Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.  

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his 

income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

 

Bonus – paying first 2 checks or paying off visa 

 

 

6. Even Priests were called to tithe from the tithe 

Num 18: 23  It is the Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the 

responsibility for offenses against it. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They 

will receive no inheritance among the Israelites.  Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance 

the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is why I said concerning them: 

'They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.'"  The LORD said to Moses,  "Speak to the 

Levites and say to them: 'When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your 

inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the Lord's offering.  Your offering will be 

reckoned to you as grain from the threshing floor or juice from the winepress.  In this way you also 

will present an offering to the LORD from all the tithes you receive from the Israelites. From these 

tithes you must give the Lord's portion to Aaron the priest.  You must present as the Lord's portion 

the best and holiest part of everything given to you.' 

 

 

7. It’s a Call to Trust - Test God to see His blessings 

Mal. 3: 8-12  "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes 

and offerings. You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me.  Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the 

LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 

blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, 

and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty.  "Then all the 

nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. 

 

 

8. It’s not about the money 

Acts 3: 3:1-6  One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer--at three in 

the afternoon.  Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, 

where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.  When he saw Peter and 

John about to enter, he asked them for money.  Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter 

said, "Look at us!"  So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  

Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, walk." 

 

 

9. It’s not about the amount, it’s about the heart 



Acts 5:1-10 – Annanias and Sapphira 

 

 

10. It goes Beyond Responsibility & Obedience, to Love & Gratitude 

II Cor. 9: 6-8  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make 

all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound 

in every good work. 

 

Psalm 116:12  How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me? 

 

11. We give because He has given to us 

II Cor. 9:10-11  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made 

rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 

I Tim. 6: 17-19  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 

 

12. It becomes a blessing to us 

 Prov. 11: 24-25  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes 

to poverty.  A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

 

 

13. It’s about putting God first 

Assyrians conquer Jerusalem in 600 BC and knock down the temple and walls and take people 

captive.  70 years later they are released and go back and they begin rebuilding the walls and 

temple. But they get distracted and stop and start building their own homes.  The walls and temple 

are left in that state for 14 years until God in His brokeness speaks to them through Haggai…  

 

Haggai 1: 2-10  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet 

come for the Lord's house to be built.'"  Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet 

Haggai:  "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house 

remains a ruin?"  Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways.  

You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but 

never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a 

purse with holes in it."  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways.  

Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in 

it and be honored," says the LORD.  "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What 

you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, 

which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.  Therefore, because of you the 

heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 



 

 

14. It’s about God! - It’s His anyway 

Psalm 24:1  Of David. A psalm. The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who 

live in it; 

 

James 1: 17  Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 

heavenly lights, 

 

I Chron. 29: 10-14  David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise 

be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  Yours, O LORD, is 

the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in 

heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  

Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and 

power to exalt and give strength to all.  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious 

name.  "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 

 

 

Martha Snell Nicholson Poem 

One by one He took them from me  

All the things I valued most  

Until I was empty handed  

Every glittering toy was lost  

And I walked earth's highways grieving  

In my rags and poverty  

Until I heard a voice inviting  

Lift those hands to Me.  

So I held my hands toward heaven  

And He filled them with a store  

Of His own abundant riches  

Until they could contain no more  

And at last I contemplated  

With my stupid mind and soul  

That God could not pour His riches  

Into hands already full  

 

Illustration of the 3 boys and the red marbles 
 


